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Today’s Inserts:

IN TODAY’S 
EDITION:

STALLIONS MAKE 
HISTORY ON 
WRESTLING MAT 

Southeast Alamance’s 
varsity wrestling team 
came together for 
some history on the 
evening of Wednesday, 
December 13, as the 
Stallions earned their 
first-ever team victory 
in the sport.  
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STALLIONS GIRLS 
HOOPS TEAM 
ROLLS TO 5-1

Southeast Alamance’s 
women’s basket-
ball team continued 
its strong start last 
week, as the Stallions 
knocked off Mid-
Carolina Conference 
rival North Moore on 
December 13 before 
outlasting local rival 
Southern Alamance 
on Friday. Along the 
way, the Stallions 
improved to 5-1 on 
the young season. 
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MEBANE POLICE 
REPORT 

List wof Incidents and 
Arrests in Mebane.
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Mebane City Beat: Town  
joins the Greenway Train

“What do you want for Christmas?” For 
much of my life, I’m somewhat ashamed 

to say, my answer to that 
question has come from 
a place in my brain that 
enjoys material things. 
This year has cast a 
whole new light on what 
I find valuable and pre-
cious. This is a sign of 
maturity, and I’m glad 
I’ve reached that point. 
But I can’t help but miss 
the days when what it 
meant for me to be happy 
was unapologetically 
wrapped in a toy.

More than 40 years ago, my best friend 
and I were first in line at a movie theater in 

Buc-ee’s gets push back in Mebane effort

The Mebane Planning Board sent a strong 
message Monday night in its monthly meeting that 
it doesn’t look fondly on continued widespread 
commercial growth in Mebane.

By a 6-3 vote, the appointed board rejected a 
site plan from Buc-ee’s for a 74,000-plus square 
foot building and a massive travel center complex 
that includes over 600 parking spaces, as well as 
120 gasoline filing stations and electric vehicle 

charging sites.
Earlier this year, Buc-ee’s spent approximately 

$12.5 million for the site along Trollingwood-
Hawfields Road, at the front entrance of the North 
Carolina Commerce Park.

The vote came after a marathon four-hour ses-
sion, in which Buc-ee’s stated its case for the new 
travel center, and residents spoke out for nearly 
two hours - largely against the proposal.

“I am here for affordable housing. That’s why 
I joined the Planning Board,” said member Colin 
Cannell prior to making a motion to approve the 

Buc-ee’s plan. “But I think that dense commercial 
development that offers good jobs that have good 
pay with benefits, that is an important part of af-
fordable housing, as is controlling sprawl.”

“Although this use is very intensive - I don’t 
deny that it’s very intensive - that is preferable to 
having the same use spread out over many exits, 
and far from the interstate. This is as intense - as 
contained - as you can get. And I don’t think that 
there is a better solution for this particular parcel 

AREA SCHOOLS GO TO THE MAT

PHOTO BY ALAN PENNINGTON

Eastern Alamance 285-pound wrestling standout Jett Giovani placed second over the weekend at the Eastern Alamance 
Eagle Invitational wrestling tournament, which was held at the Mebane Arts and Community Center. 

EAHS wrestlers shine in Invitational Wrestling event

Prior to hosting its annual Eagle 
Invitational Wrestling tournament over 
the weekend at the Mebane Arts and 
Community Center, Eastern Ala-
mance’s varsity wrestling team took on 
Cedar Ridge last Wednesday in a home 

dual team match. After Cedar Ridge 
knocked off perennial powerhouse Or-
ange to stake claim to first place in the 
Central Conference standings, the Red 
Wolves made their way to Mebane for 
a showdown with the Eagles. 

Although three different Eagles came 
away with individual wins against the 
Red Wolves, CRHS was on the right 

end of a 58-18 final score. Braxton 
Ballard got EAHS a victory in the 
126-pound weight class, as he pinned 
Cedar Ridge’s Jesus Mata late in the 
second round (3:40). 

Also picking up a victory for East-
ern Alamance in the matchup with the 
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Potential site of a butterfly garden 
along the Holt Street Greenway.
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Hello, Mack Murdock!
Thank you for taking 

out a subscription  to the 
Mebane Enterprise.
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Hello, Lesley Fannon!
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HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
Offi ce Closing

The Mebane Enterprise news-
paper offi ce will be closed on 
Thursday.

2 bomb threats, 1 man charged
Sheetz closes twice in 5 days after suspect calls
By STEPHEN MILLS
Enterprise Staff Writer

Those hunting cheap gas 
or quick food on Mebane 
Oaks Road two weeks ago 
may have wondered why 
the large gas-pumping 
station Sheetz store was 

suddenly closed, twice in 
fi ve days.

The answer for that came 
out this past week.

Charles Huffi nes, 59, of 
Angier Avenue in Durham 
was in very hot water in 
Alamance County this 
past week and according 

to Assistant Chief T.A. 
Byrd of the Mebane Police 
Department it was likely to 
get hotter.

Huffi nes was charged by 
Mebane Police with one 
count of making a false 
bomb threat. He was placed 
in the Alamance County 

jail with a $15,000 bond.
The charges stem from 

several communications 
Huffi nes allegedly had with 
Sheetz, a food and gasoline 
store at 1237 Mebane Oaks 
Road over a period of 
several days.

According to Byrd, 

Huffi nes had been 
developed as a suspect and 
a warrant for his arrest for 
one bomb threat against 
the store had been issued, 
but not served, when a 
second bomb threat was 
made against the store last HUFFINES

See THREATS, page 2

Native son returns to lead parade

Woody Durham
About Woody Durham

• Born August 8, 1941 in Mebane, North 
Carolina.

• Grew up in Albemarle, North Carolina, and 
began his broadcasting career at age 16 at 
WZKY radio.

• Graduated from the University of North 
Carolina in 1963 with an AB degree in radio, 
television and motion picture.

• While an undergraduate at UNC, Durham 
was the Sports Director of WUNC-TV for 
three years.

• Worked for 14 years (1963-1977) as the 
Sports Director for WFMY-TV.

• Worked as Director of Sports and Sports 
Development for four years (1977-1981) at 
WPTF-TV in Raleigh.

• Has been the "Voice of the Tar Heels" since 
1971. 

• The 2010-2011 season marks his 40th year 
as play-by-play announcer for the University 
of North Carolina football and men's 
basketball teams 

• Called more than 1,800 Carolina football 
and basketball games

• Served as host and producer of the UNC 
coaches' television shows between 1971 and 
1984, 

Being Grand Marshal of the 
Mebane Christmas parade 
probably never crossed the 

mind of the lad who grew up playing 
in the parks and the streets and along 
the tracks in Mebane during the 
hardship years of World War II and 
for a while following. When he was 
big enough to get into it, he says 
he was most interested in fi nding 
someone else to play baseball with. 

His fi rst 10 years were right here in 
Mebane, born in a house not far from the 
current Mebane Library.

After 70 years, Woody Durham still 
acknowledges that his roots were right here 
in Mebane.

The face you may not know just for lack 
of exposure. If you are young or new to the 
area, you might not identify the man by his 

appearance.
But, if you just hear his voice you will 

say; “I know who that is.”
Woody Durham, the voice of the Tar Heels 

since 1971, is coming back again to Mebane 
and being honored as the 2011 Mebane 
Christmas Parade Grand Marshal. 

Hawfi elds’ love of learning reaches out to soldiers
This is the third article 
in the holiday series on 
“Making A Difference.”

By KAREN CARTER
Enterprise Editor

Hawfi elds Middle School 
principal Amy Walker 
says, staff member Patricia 
Winslow “contributes” in 
huge ways. A recent state 
award honors the 10-year 
veteran educator for her 
excellence.

Among other county and 
district winners, the North 

Carolina Department of 
Public Instruction named 
Winslow a 2011 Teacher of 
Excellence for Exceptional 
Children at its Exceptional 
Children’s Conference held 
in Greensboro on October 
31.

The recognition is based 
on Winslow’s performance 
in the classroom and for her 
leadership in education in 
the Alamance-Burlington 
School District, including 
staff development.

About her nomination for 
the Teacher of Excellence 

Award, principal 
Walker says, 
“Ms. Winslow 
is a valued staff 
member who not 
only provides 
leadership in 
the area of our 
e x c e p t i o n a l 
c h i l d r e n ’ s 
program, but 
also supports our 
regular education 
initiatives. She 
is an advocate 
for all our 
e x c e p t i o n a l 

children and is the driving 
force behind our school-
wide intervention program, 
striving for excellence in 
everything she does.”

In accepting the honor, 
Winslow credits her school 
and the community. “We 
(staff, teachers) couldn’t 
do what we do without the 
support from our parents 
and the community as well 
as our kids,” says Winslow. 
“People here care very 
deeply for the kids they 
work with.” 

That love of learning 

reaches far beyond the local 
school. A project Winslow 
holds dear comes from her 
students corresponding 
with U.S. soldiers overseas. 
“The kids and the Marines 
love it,” she says. Last 
Friday, students were 
working on letters they 
will send abroad in early 
December.

Winslow was working 
on her National Board 
Certifi cation and earned it 
the same year her students 
fi rst began writing to 

“People 
here care 
very deeply 
for the kids 
they work 
with.”

  – Patricia Winslow,
Hawfi elds Middle School teacher

A 2011 recipient of the state’s award
Teacher of Excellence 

for Exceptional Children
See TEACHER, page 8

Karen Carter/Mebane Enterprise
Singers from First Baptist Church of Mebane stroll as carolers last Saturday on Clay Street for the Home-
town Holiday celebration. Pictured are (l-r) Karen Rice, James Rice, Mark Primm, Alice Primm, and Marie 
Pennington.

Thanksgiving
Local church to offer 
Thanksgiving dinner
By KAREN CARTER
Enterprise Editor

All around town signs are 
up asking people to donate 
to Mebane’s food pantry, 
Loaves & Fishes, a Christian 
based food ministry. The 
Enterprise is busy taking 
some photos on Monday, 
for example, Eastern Auto 
Spa on Mebane Oaks Road 
collecting nearly 4,000 
food items.

Loves & Fishes director 

Mandy Uberig said on 
Monday, that the local food 
bank needs the following 
items: bar soap, oatmeal 
for kids, toothpaste, 
noodles, canned fruit and 
meats, fresh fruits, laundry 
detergent, any cleaning 
supplies, and tooth brushes. 
While the Enterprise was 
there on Monday getting 
this list of urgent needs, 
one person was bringing 
in 500 pounds of sausages 

See MEAL page 7

By STEPHEN MILLS
Enterprise Staff Writer

DURHAM

See GRAND MARSHAL, page 2 See DURHAM, page 2

Get ready for 
exciting Eagle 

basketball
See  page 9

It turned out 
honesty was 
the best gift

Recreation space is vital for the growth 
and success of a community. Aside from 
the health benefits of a park or open 
space in terms of physical activity, parks 
provide intrinsic environmental, aes-
thetic, and recreational benefits to com-
munities. According to BREC, an award-
winning agency that is a member of the 
National Recreation and Park Associa-
tion, parks or open spaces are a source 
of positive economic benefits such as the 
enhancement of property values, increase 
in municipal revenue, and the attraction 
of homebuyer’s and workers as well as 
retirees. The City of Mebane is dedicated 
to improving our citizens’ quality of 
life in every faucet, including provid-
ing safe, accessible ways for citizens to 
walk, bike, run and move throughout the 
city. Mebane advisory boards and of-
ficials have worked together for the past 

seven to eight years to develop the first 
greenway within our community, the Holt 
Street Greenway.

The idea for a greenway was first 
proposed in 2014 as a high-priority item 

BY KELLY HUNTER
SPECIAL TO THE MEBANE ENTERPRISE

see MEBANE CITY BEAT, page 7
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Call 844-938-0700 to 
schedule your free quote!
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Alamance County Farm Bureau takes home awards
Alamance County Farm Bureau was named the 

winner of the 2023 County of Excellence Award, 
Division 1. The county organization was judged 
North Carolina Farm Bureau’s most effective in its 
membership class in implementing programs, ser-
vices and activities that build active county Farm 
Bureaus and fulfill the mission of the organization.

The award ceremony took place during NCFB’s 
88th Annual Meeting, Dec. 3-5, at the Joseph S. 
Koury Convention Center, Sheraton Greensboro 
Hotel at Four Seasons.

“This award is presented to the county that 
executed the best all-around effort for the year, and 
Alamance County Farm Bureau represented the 
best of what Farm Bureau stands for and strives 
to achieve through its grassroots structure,” said 

NCFB President Shawn Harding.
County Farm Bureaus were evaluated on their 

development of public relations programs and 
enhanced communications with county leadership, 
legislative and policy development efforts, county 
board community service, leadership development 
and other ongoing non-profit activities.

Alamance County participated in many activi-
ties throughout the year that promoted the mis-
sion of Farm Bureau. Some of those activities 
include sponsorship of various agricultural and 
educational activities within the county, atten-
dance at several state conferences and events, and 
sponsorship of safety programs throughout the 
county.

In addition to the Excellence Award, Alamance 
County Farm Bureau was the first winner of North 
Carolina Farm Bureau’s new Grassroots Innova-

tor Award, which recognizes counties that think 
outside of the box to create outreach and advocacy 
activities that accomplish the mission of Farm 
Bureau.   

The award was also presented during NCFB’s 
88th Annual Meeting, Dec. 3-5, at the Joseph S. 
Koury Convention Center, Sheraton Greensboro 
Hotel at Four Seasons.

“This morning we are proud to award this inau-
gural grassroots innovator award to a county Farm 
Bureau that stepped out of their comfort zone to 
educate the general public about farmland preser-
vation and agricultural literacy,” Harding said. 

NCFB is the state’s largest general farm orga-
nization, with the stated mission to improve the 
standard of living for North Carolina farmers and 
rural residents through effective policy develop-
ment and advocacy.
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STAFF REPORTS

Red Wolves was Chasen Phillips, who pinned 
Jordin Blue early in the second round (2:37) 
at 138 pounds. Another win for the Eagles was 
picked up by Elijah Watson, as he pinned Favio 
Jaramillo Esparza in the first round (1:39) of the 
113-pound match. 

The Eagles had three grapplers place at their 
host tournament, as Watson placed second at 
113 pounds, Jett Giovani placed second at 285 

pounds, and Mason Tanner placed fourth in the 
150-pound bracket. 

In his run to the finals at 113 pounds, Watson 
pinned Judah Robinson of local rival Southeast 
Alamance late in the first round (1:45). In the 
semifinal round, Watson pinned Jaxton Strick-
land of Randleman early in the second round 
(2:19). 

Advancing to the championship match, Wat-
son faced off against Logan Scarantino of 
Orange. Although he battled as hard as he could, 
Watson fell in an 11-1 major decision, which 
gave him second place in his weight class. 

Giovani reached the championship final in 
the heavyweight classification by first earning a 
hard-fought 5-3 decision overTaylor Laporra of 
Orange. He then earned a pair of late-round pins 
to advance to the finals, as he defeated Jahaun 
Baldwin of High Point Andrews in the closing 
seconds of the second round (3:56) before pin-
ning Christopher Melton of Central Conference 
rival Williams midway through the third round 
(5:05).

Facing off against another Central Conference 
foe - Luke White of Southern Alamance - in the 
championship final, Giovani lasted well into 
the second round before getting pinned at the 
3:17 mark. Despite the loss, it was another solid 
weekend of work for Giovani, who is looking to 
parlay his early success into a State Champion-
ships berth later in the season. 

Tanner got off to a strong start in the 
150-pound bracket by pinning Dilmer Zelaya 
of Bartlett Yancey as time ran out at the end of 
the first period (1:58). Tanner was defeated via a 
14-4 major decision at the hands of Randleman’s 
Jesus Garcia in his next bout, but he quickly 
pinned Xavier Davis of Western Guilford in just 
49 seconds to reach the third place match. 

In the third place showdown with Antonio 
Perry of High Point Andrews, Tanner lasted 
into the third round before getting pinned at the 
4:30 mark, giving hm fourth place overall in his 
weight class. 

“Congratulations to our three wrestlers who 
made it into the finals at the Eagle Invitational,” 
read a comment on the Eastern Alamance Wres-
tling Facebook page. “Their matches may not 
have had the ending we were hoping for, but we 
are proud of their effort and our team. Back at it 
in practice this week to prepare for our matches 
in the new year.” 

The Eagles will return to the mat in early 
January for a road Central Conference dual team 
meet in Roxboro against Person County. From 
there, the Eagles will host league rival Southern 
Alamance in a dual team match inside Tal Jobe 
Gymnasium on January 10 on Senior Night. The 
Eagles will also travel to Hillsborough for a dual 
team match at Orange before gearing up for the 
late January and February postseason tourna-
ments.

EAGLES
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

listed in the Bicycle and Pedestrian Transporta-
tion Plan. The plan for this pressing project was 
a greenway that connected the West End neigh-
borhood with Holt Street Park, South Mebane 
Elementary School, and the Mebane Arts and 
Community Center. Promoting an active lifestyle, 
this greenway would be handicap accessible, 
include lighting along the paved multi-use path, 
and improve interconnectivity within our city. 
The Mebane Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory 
Commission was heavily involved and hosted a 
tour where residents could walk in the area of the 
future greenway. They then presented this infor-
mation to the Mebane City Council and expressed 
their support for this project before, during, and 
after. The discussion to build the greenway began 
in 2015. As part of Mebane’s commitment to be-
ing a walkable community, providing additional 
bike and pedestrian connections to the Mebane 
Arts and Community Center (MACC) has been a 
goal since the MACC complex was built.

City Assistant Engineer Mark Reich states that 
the Holt Street Greenway will be a 4,285-foot-
long multi-use path once you include all the 
connections. The Greenway will be 10 feet wide, 
connect to the existing sidewalk on Corregidor 
Street, west of the creek and soccer fields, and in-
clude multiple trail access points. There will be a 
connection at the intersections of Roosevelt Street 
and Giles Street and at the intersection of Roos-
evelt Street and First Street. The greenway will 
connect to a driveway located on Second Street 
that will then take you to South Mebane Elemen-
tary School and include an existing sidewalk on 
Third Street, south of Roosevelt Street. “The ini-
tial phase of the Holt Street Greenway provides a 
unique off-road recreational opportunity intercon-
necting by foot and bicycle with the surrounding 
community, the Mebane Art’s Community Center 
complex, and Mebane sidewalks,” City Engineer 
Franz Holt. Amenities immediately added to the 
trail will include a butterfly garden, benches, and 
trash receptacles.

North Carolina, known as the Great Trails 
State, has a vast network of trails, greenways, 
and blueways that showcase our state’s diverse 

landscapes. According to Great Trails NC, the 
NC General Assembly designated 2023 as the 
NC Year of the Trail, which is the largest state-
wide celebration of trails and outdoor recreation 
in North Carolina history. The City of Mebane is 
proud to join in the endeavor of inspiring people 
of all ages and abilities to try trails and boost 
outdoor recreation tourism in our community 
with the Holt Street Greenway. Not only will 
this greenway promote an active lifestyle, but 
it will also aid in providing citizens with a way 
to access parks, sidewalks, and other amenities 
without ever having to get into a vehicle, thus 
reducing the amount of gas emissions within 
our community. The greenway, also known as a 
multi-use path, is designed to facilitate the travel 
of pedestrians, bicyclists, scooters, etc. The city 
is currently reviewing the sidewalk ordinance, to 
see if motorized non-vehicles are allowed on the 
multi-use path and what impact this would have 
on greenway regulations. The Holt Street Green-
way is just the beginning; as more sections of the 
greenway are added, the impact on the health of 
our citizens will continue to grow in a sustainable 
approach. The easier they can move throughout 
the city without needing automobiles, the more 
we will see a happier and healthier community. 
With each greenway expansion, the goal is to see 
additional positive environmental impacts.

Construction on the greenway is set to begin 
at the start of the new year, with an estimated 
completion date of December 31, 2024. The 
contractor selected for the project is McQueen 
Construction, Inc. of Bahama, NC. The city will 
pay for the greenway using local dollars, and the 
project has undergone an environmental review 
with the United States Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE) and the North Carolina Department of 
Environmental Quality (NCDEQ) for permitting 
and the construction of boardwalks in sensitive 
areas. City operations will be responsible for 
maintaining the greenway as they do the current 
sidewalks and parks. City Manager Chris Rol-
lins states, “The Holt Street Greenway project is 
another example of the City Council and com-
munity leader’s commitment to continue efforts 
to improve the quality of life of Mebane. We look 
forward to seeing this project offer a greenway 
option for the center of Mebane and others.”

MEBANE CITY BEAT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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