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Hello, Lesley Fannon!
Thank you for taking out a 

subscription to the
Mebane Enterprise

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
Offi ce Closing

The Mebane Enterprise news-
paper offi ce will be closed on 
Thursday.

2 bomb threats, 1 man charged
Sheetz closes twice in 5 days after suspect calls
By STEPHEN MILLS
Enterprise Staff Writer

Those hunting cheap gas 
or quick food on Mebane 
Oaks Road two weeks ago 
may have wondered why 
the large gas-pumping 
station Sheetz store was 

suddenly closed, twice in 
fi ve days.

The answer for that came 
out this past week.

Charles Huffi nes, 59, of 
Angier Avenue in Durham 
was in very hot water in 
Alamance County this 
past week and according 

to Assistant Chief T.A. 
Byrd of the Mebane Police 
Department it was likely to 
get hotter.

Huffi nes was charged by 
Mebane Police with one 
count of making a false 
bomb threat. He was placed 
in the Alamance County 

jail with a $15,000 bond.
The charges stem from 

several communications 
Huffi nes allegedly had with 
Sheetz, a food and gasoline 
store at 1237 Mebane Oaks 
Road over a period of 
several days.

According to Byrd, 

Huffi nes had been 
developed as a suspect and 
a warrant for his arrest for 
one bomb threat against 
the store had been issued, 
but not served, when a 
second bomb threat was 
made against the store last HUFFINES

See THREATS, page 2

Native son returns to lead parade

Woody Durham
About Woody Durham

• Born August 8, 1941 in Mebane, North 
Carolina.

• Grew up in Albemarle, North Carolina, and 
began his broadcasting career at age 16 at 
WZKY radio.

• Graduated from the University of North 
Carolina in 1963 with an AB degree in radio, 
television and motion picture.

• While an undergraduate at UNC, Durham 
was the Sports Director of WUNC-TV for 
three years.

• Worked for 14 years (1963-1977) as the 
Sports Director for WFMY-TV.

• Worked as Director of Sports and Sports 
Development for four years (1977-1981) at 
WPTF-TV in Raleigh.

• Has been the "Voice of the Tar Heels" since 
1971. 

• The 2010-2011 season marks his 40th year 
as play-by-play announcer for the University 
of North Carolina football and men's 
basketball teams 

• Called more than 1,800 Carolina football 
and basketball games

• Served as host and producer of the UNC 
coaches' television shows between 1971 and 
1984, 

Being Grand Marshal of the 
Mebane Christmas parade 
probably never crossed the 

mind of the lad who grew up playing 
in the parks and the streets and along 
the tracks in Mebane during the 
hardship years of World War II and 
for a while following. When he was 
big enough to get into it, he says 
he was most interested in fi nding 
someone else to play baseball with. 

His fi rst 10 years were right here in 
Mebane, born in a house not far from the 
current Mebane Library.

After 70 years, Woody Durham still 
acknowledges that his roots were right here 
in Mebane.

The face you may not know just for lack 
of exposure. If you are young or new to the 
area, you might not identify the man by his 

appearance.
But, if you just hear his voice you will 

say; “I know who that is.”
Woody Durham, the voice of the Tar Heels 

since 1971, is coming back again to Mebane 
and being honored as the 2011 Mebane 
Christmas Parade Grand Marshal. 

Hawfi elds’ love of learning reaches out to soldiers
This is the third article 
in the holiday series on 
“Making A Difference.”

By KAREN CARTER
Enterprise Editor

Hawfi elds Middle School 
principal Amy Walker 
says, staff member Patricia 
Winslow “contributes” in 
huge ways. A recent state 
award honors the 10-year 
veteran educator for her 
excellence.

Among other county and 
district winners, the North 

Carolina Department of 
Public Instruction named 
Winslow a 2011 Teacher of 
Excellence for Exceptional 
Children at its Exceptional 
Children’s Conference held 
in Greensboro on October 
31.

The recognition is based 
on Winslow’s performance 
in the classroom and for her 
leadership in education in 
the Alamance-Burlington 
School District, including 
staff development.

About her nomination for 
the Teacher of Excellence 

Award, principal 
Walker says, 
“Ms. Winslow 
is a valued staff 
member who not 
only provides 
leadership in 
the area of our 
e x c e p t i o n a l 
c h i l d r e n ’ s 
program, but 
also supports our 
regular education 
initiatives. She 
is an advocate 
for all our 
e x c e p t i o n a l 

children and is the driving 
force behind our school-
wide intervention program, 
striving for excellence in 
everything she does.”

In accepting the honor, 
Winslow credits her school 
and the community. “We 
(staff, teachers) couldn’t 
do what we do without the 
support from our parents 
and the community as well 
as our kids,” says Winslow. 
“People here care very 
deeply for the kids they 
work with.” 

That love of learning 

reaches far beyond the local 
school. A project Winslow 
holds dear comes from her 
students corresponding 
with U.S. soldiers overseas. 
“The kids and the Marines 
love it,” she says. Last 
Friday, students were 
working on letters they 
will send abroad in early 
December.

Winslow was working 
on her National Board 
Certifi cation and earned it 
the same year her students 
fi rst began writing to 

“People 
here care 
very deeply 
for the kids 
they work 
with.”

  – Patricia Winslow,
Hawfi elds Middle School teacher

A 2011 recipient of the state’s award
Teacher of Excellence 

for Exceptional Children
See TEACHER, page 8

Karen Carter/Mebane Enterprise
Singers from First Baptist Church of Mebane stroll as carolers last Saturday on Clay Street for the Home-
town Holiday celebration. Pictured are (l-r) Karen Rice, James Rice, Mark Primm, Alice Primm, and Marie 
Pennington.

Thanksgiving
Local church to offer 
Thanksgiving dinner
By KAREN CARTER
Enterprise Editor

All around town signs are 
up asking people to donate 
to Mebane’s food pantry, 
Loaves & Fishes, a Christian 
based food ministry. The 
Enterprise is busy taking 
some photos on Monday, 
for example, Eastern Auto 
Spa on Mebane Oaks Road 
collecting nearly 4,000 
food items.

Loves & Fishes director 

Mandy Uberig said on 
Monday, that the local food 
bank needs the following 
items: bar soap, oatmeal 
for kids, toothpaste, 
noodles, canned fruit and 
meats, fresh fruits, laundry 
detergent, any cleaning 
supplies, and tooth brushes. 
While the Enterprise was 
there on Monday getting 
this list of urgent needs, 
one person was bringing 
in 500 pounds of sausages 

See MEAL page 7

By STEPHEN MILLS
Enterprise Staff Writer

DURHAM

See GRAND MARSHAL, page 2 See DURHAM, page 2

Get ready for 
exciting Eagle 

basketball
See  page 9
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Stallions women run hoops win streak to five — Page 6

Today’s Inserts:
Dollar General
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Heavy rains add to ABSS’ concerns
Recent heavy rains have continued 

to wreak havoc on the Alamance-
Burlington School System, with the 
district reporting several schools 
showing damage and even signs of 
mold at least partially as a result of a 
recent deluge of wet weather.

“We were fortunate that today’s 
weather was minimal compared to the 

storms and flooding we experienced 
over the past several days,” began 
a Jan. 16 press release from ABSS. 
“However, we continue to face chal-
lenges from the lingering effects of 
the recent heavy rains.”

The school system is still reel-
ing from the presence and cost of 
removing  mold from a number of 
its schools and other buildings. The 

remediation caused a delayed start 
to the ABSS school year. It has also 
created tensions between the school 
system and the Alamance County 
School Board over funding and ad-
dressing the issues. 

“Roof leaks and water intrusion 
persist at several of our schools today, 

see WATER DAMAGE, page 10

GOING STRONG

ALAN PENNINGTON PHOTO

Eagles hoops teams 4-1 in conference play

Eastern Alamance’s men’s and wom-
en’s basketball teams are off to similar 
starts this season, as the Eagles stood at 
4-1 in Central Conference play through 
their first five games for both teams. 

The EAHS men’s team, enjoying a 
breakthrough first season under new 
head coach Parrish Walker, stood 12-4 
overall through 16 games, while the 
Eagles women’s team, also led by a 

first-year head coach, LaConnda Curry, 
stood at 107 through their 17 contests. 

Both teams are in strong position to 
return to the NCHSAA 3A state play-
offs later this winter, and both teams are 
in challenging position in their respec-
tive conference races. 

The Eagles women’s team picked up 
a pair of relatively easy home confer-
ence triumphs last week, as they de-
feated Person County 66-24 on Tuesday 
night before earning a 66-45 triumph on 
Friday night over Southern Alamance. 

EAHS shot an impressive 51 percent 
(28-of-55) from the floor in the win 
over Person County, with the team’s 
pair of Makaylas - senior Makayla 
Thompson and freshman Makayla 
Scott - leading the way in scoring with 
10 points each. Senior Jada Graves 
and sophomore Aliya Trollinger added 
eight points each in the victory over the 
Rockets. 

Eastern pulled down a total of 32 
rebounds in the win, with junior Marion 

see EAGLES BASKETBALL, page 6

Recreational developments on the horizon

Construction began in December of 
2022 on the newest park facility, “Ev-
eryone’s Playground,” the City of Me-
bane’s first ADA-accessible inclusive 
playground. This brand-new playground 
attraction is currently under construction 
at Cates Farm Park, an outdoor recreation 
space offering two miles of beautiful 
trails on 54 acres of what was formerly a 
pickle farm. The ADA-accessible play-
ground is expected to open to the public 
in early spring of 2024. Mark Reich, 
Vice-President of Alley, Williams, Car-

men & King, Inc., the company providing 
engineering services for the city, stated, 
“Our goal for this project is to provide a 
safe recreational facility for all children 
and parents of the greater Mebane com-
munity to enjoy for years and generations 
to come.”  

“Everyone’s Playground” currently 
sits at the 40% completion mark. Before 
construction could begin at the site, the 
land needed to be graded and leveled 
out. Next, a parking lot with a sidewalk 

and entryway was established. Then, in 
order to build a restroom facility, water 
and sewer services had to be installed and 
connected. Restrooms were constructed 
of concrete masonry units with cedar sid-
ing on the exterior. The roof structure for 
the restrooms and shelter is composed of 
wood trusses with solid timber columns. 
The roof covering is constructed of stand-
ing seam metal. These chosen materials 
were used to provide consistency with 
those used in some of our other Mebane 
Parks.  

 Upon completing the bathrooms, 

EAGLES SINK 
RIVAL WARRIORS 
IN SWIMMING

Eastern Alamance’s 
men’s and women’s 
swimming teams con-
tinued their 2023-24 
season this past Friday 
night, as the Eagles 
challenged Central 
Conference rival 
Western Alamance at 
the pool inside Me-
bane’s New Millen-
nium Fitness. 

Page 5

EAHS WRESTLERS 
TAKE TITLES AT 
CENTRAL TOURNEY

On Saturday, Eastern 
Alamance’s varsity 
wrestling team made 
its way to Williams 
High School in Burl-
ington for the annual 
Central Conference 
Tournament.

Page 7

MEBANE POLICE 
REPORT 

List wof Incidents and 
Arrests in Mebane.

Page 3

Eastern Alamance women’s basketball senior Makayla Thompson was honored on Friday night, as the Eagles 
defeated Southern Alamance in Central Conference action. Thompson was recognized by the Eastern Alamance 
High for collecting 500 career rebounds. Thompson and the Eagles got off to a 4-1 start in conference play, mov-
ing into a three-way tie atop the Central Conference standings. The EAHS men’s team also got off to a 4-1 start 
this winter in conference games.

ADAM POWELL
STAFF REPORTER/MEBANE ENTERPRISE

see MEBANE CITY BEAT, page 2

BY KELLY HUNTER
SPECIAL TO THE MEBANE ENTERPRISE Mebane City BEAT
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State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001290

Right coverage.
Right price.
Right here in town.

Here’s the deal. The right 
insurance should help 
you feel confident and 
comfortable. I’m the right 
good neighbor for that.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

Craig Giovani, Agent
313-B East Center St
Mebane, NC  27302
Bus: 919-300-5911
craig.giovani.wgix@statefarm.com
Mon-Tues-Thur-Fri- 8:15-6:00
Wednesday 8:15am-7:00pm
Closed Most Major Holidays

Right coverage.
Right price.
Right here in town.

Here’s the deal. The right insurance 
should help you feel confident and 
comfortable. I’m the right good 
neighbor for that.

Call me today.
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®

Craig Giovani, Agent
313-B East Center St
Mebane, NC 27302
Bus: 919-300-5911
craig.giovani.wgix@statefarm.com
Mon-Tues-Thur-Fri- 8:15-6:00
Wednesday 8:15am-7:00pm
Closed Most Major Holidays

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001290

OFFICE BUILDING FOR SALE

Situated in the heart of popular historic downtown Mebane, the 
building at 104/106 N. Fourth St. is ideal for business owners and/
or investors. Just a few steps from some of the finest retail stores 
and dining options in Alamance County. Right around the corner 
from the gorgeous White Furniture Lofts, and two blocks from 

planned additional downtown living options.

The building is 1,850 square feet
Heating, central air & water heater are all recent upgrades

Priced at $308,000  This opportunity will not last long!

For more information call (434) 432-1654 ext131

Application deadline nears for DAR scholarship
Are you a student who is look-

ing for a scholarship opportunity?  
If you are, you may be unaware 
that the DAR Scholarship Com-
mittee has been awarding schol-
arships since 1923. There are 
twenty-six (26) national scholar-
ships available to graduating high 
school students, college under-
graduates and graduate students. 
Last year, the DAR awarded 1,144 
scholarships worth more than $1.4 
million. 

The DAR offers the following 
Scholarships: merit, Daughters 
and Sons of DAR Members, his-
tory, economics, government, 
political science, medical and 
nursing, elementary and secondary 
teacher education, and American 
Indians.  Some additional graduate 
student  scholarships offered are 
in the areas of law, MBA, math, 
chemistry, English and the field of 
historic preservation. 

The deadline to apply for these 
scholarships is approaching. The 
website is accessible through 
January 31, 2024, until 11:59 p.m. 

(Hawaii Time).  The DAR on-line 
platform to apply for these schol-
arships is available at dar.aca-
demicworks.com. By completing 
the online application, students 
will be matched automatically to 
all the scholarships they are eli-
gible to receive.

Following are some of the eli-
gibility requirements to receive a 
national scholarship awarded by 
the DAR Scholarship and Ameri-
can Indians Committee:

Applicants must be citizens of 
the United States and must pro-
vide proof of their citizenship.

Applicants must plan to attend 
or be currently enrolled in an ac-
credited college or university in 
the United States.  Students living 
abroad may apply, however, they 
must attend an accredited edu-
cational institution in the United 
States. 

Applicants applying for the 
American Indians national schol-
arships must provide proof of 
membership in a tribe recognized 
at the state or federal level in the 
United States

Since education is one of the 

DAR’s primary objectives, we 
encourage you to visit the on-line 
platform, dar.academicworks.
com, to see if you, or a student 
you know, are eligible to receive a 
DAR scholarship. 

The National Society Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution 
(DAR) is a women’s service orga-
nization whose members can trace 
their lineage to an individual who 
contributed to securing American 
independence during the Revo-
lutionary War. Today’s DAR is 
dynamic and diverse, with more 
than 185,000 members in 3,000 
chapters in the United States and 
abroad. DAR members annually 
provide millions of hours of vol-
unteer service to their local com-
munities across the country and 
world. DAR chapters participate 
in projects to promote historic 
preservation, education, and patri-
otism. Over one million members 
have joined the organization since 
its founding in 1890. 

If you are interested in learning 
more about DAR membership, 
visit our Facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/BattleofAla-

manceDAR/) or contact Battle of 
Alamance Chapter at BattleofAla-
manceChapterDAR@gmail.com.  

The National Society Daughters 
of the American Revolution was 
founded in 1890 to preserve the 
memory and spirit of those who 
contributed to securing American 
independence. For more than 130 
years, the DAR has strived to 
bring awareness to the honorable 
sacrifices and enduring legacy of 
all patriots who fought for Amer-
ica’s freedom. Through the DAR 
Genealogical Research System 
(www.dar.org/GRS), the pub-
lic can access a free database of 
information amassed by the DAR 
about these patriots. 

Any woman 18 years or older, 
regardless of race, religion, or 
ethnic background, who can prove 
lineal descent from a patriot of the 
American Revolution is eligible 
for membership. DAR members 
passionately carry out the time-
less mission of promoting historic 
preservation, education and pa-
triotism. To learn more about the 
work of today’s DAR, visit www.
dar.org.
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Pick up a copy 
of the

  
Mebane  

Newcomers
Guide

  
Available  

now!

Beanstalk Journeys, the company in 
charge of designing and constructing 
the playground, began their work on 
phase one. Phase one of the all-
inclusive playground encompasses 
the implementation of a wheelchair 
swing, interconnecting bridges, a 
slide, and playground towers. The 
all-inclusive playground will be 
primarily constructed of pressure-
treated and stained wood, galvanized 
hardware, nylon, and polyester rope. 
The roofs for the play structure tow-
ers will be composed of cedar shake. 

The playground structure is built on 
concrete footers with 8x8 beams for 
the primary support. After the main 
supports are installed, the next step 
will be adding the decks and roofs. 
The final steps for phase one are the 
installation of the railings and play 
elements. All materials chosen for the 
playground were selected for their 
outdoor application ratings. There are 
no financial appropriations to begin 
phase two at present. The City of 
Mebane hopes that in the future, we 
will be able to add four more towers 
and an inclusive zipline to the play 
structure.   

 Mebane’s first ADA-accessible 
playground is still on track to have 

phase one of the playground, which 
includes the wheelchair swing, open 
in early spring 2024. The park will be 
open the same hours as Cates Farm 
Park, from sunrise to sunset. “Every-
one’s Playground” will have general 
playground and park rules similar to 
the current rules and regulations at 
each of our parks and playgrounds. 
Before opening the playground, 
the rules and regulations, including 

the park hours, will be posted. The 
Recreation and Parks Director Aaron 
Davis stated, “We are so excited to 
complete this project and provide 
another positively charming amenity 
to the citizens of Mebane.” For more 
information on Cates Farm Park or 
when the park will officially open, be 
sure to check out https://cityofmeba-
nenc.gov/ or head over to the City of 
Mebane’s Facebook page.
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